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Evolution is considered by most to be a proven 
scientific fact.   The best way to verify its 
factualness is to examine its record as preserved 
in the fossil record.  As France’s foremost 
zoologist, Pierre Grasse, has stated,  
 

““NNaattuurraalliissttss  mmuusstt  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  
eevvoolluuttiioonn  iiss  rreevveeaalleedd  oonnllyy  tthhrroouugghh  ffoossssiill  ffoorrmmss..  
......oonnllyy  ppaalleeoonnttoollooggyy  ccaann  pprroovviiddee  tthheemm  wwiitthh  tthhee  
eevviiddeennccee  ooff  eevvoolluuttiioonn  aanndd  rreevveeaall  iittss  ccoouurrssee  oorr  
mmeecchhaanniissmmss..    NNeeiitthheerr  tthhee  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  ooff  pprreesseenntt  
bbeeiinnggss,,  nnoorr  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn,,  nnoorr  tthheeoorriieess  ccaann  sseerrvvee  aass  
aa  ssuubbssttiittuuttee  ffoorr  ppaalleeoonnttoollooggiiccaall  ddooccuummeennttss..    IIff  tthheeyy  
iiggnnoorree  tthheemm,,  bbiioollooggiissttss,,  tthhee  pphhiilloossoopphheerrss  ooff    
nnaattuurree,,  iinndduullggee  iinn  nnuummeerroouuss  ccoommmmeennttaarriieess  aanndd  
ccaann  oonnllyy  ccoommee  uupp  wwiitthh  hhyyppootthheesseess””  
PP..PP..  GGrraassssee,,  EEvvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  LLiivviinngg  OOrrggaanniissmmss,,  AAccaaddeemmiicc  
PPrreessss,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  11997777  pp..  44  

  
TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhiiss  lliittttllee  ssttuuddyy  iiss  ttoo  ddoo  eexxaaccttllyy  aass  
DDrr..  GGrraassssee  aaddvviisseess,,  rreeffeerreenncciinngg  tteexxttbbooookkss  oorr  
jjoouurrnnaallss  aarrttiicclleess  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  sscciieennttiissttss  ccoommmmiitttteedd  
ttoo  tthhee  eevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  vviieewwppooiinntt..    LLeett  uuss  llooookk  aatt  tthhee  
ttrraannssiittiioonnaall  ffoossssiillss  tthhaatt  lliinnkk  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  
eevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  ssttaaggeess::  
  

EEvvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  iinnvveerrtteebbrraatteess::  ffoossssiill  eevviiddeennccee  
  

""TThhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  oorrggaanniissmmss  iinn  tthhee  
eeaarrllyy  CCaammbbrriiaann,,......,,  iiss  ssuurrpprriissiinngg........TThhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
ooff  aabbuunnddaanntt  oorrggaanniissmmss  iinn  tthhee  rreeccoorrdd  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  ssoo  
ssuurrpprriissiinngg  iiff  tthheeyy  wweerree  ssiimmppllee..  WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  ssuucchh  

ccoommpplleexx  oorrggaanniicc  ffoorrmmss  bbee  iinn  rroocckkss  aabboouutt  ssiixx  hhuunnddrreedd  
mmiilllliioonn  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  aanndd  bbee  aabbsseenntt  oorr  uunnrreeccooggnniizzeedd  iinn  
tthhee  rreeccoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  pprreecceeddiinngg  ttwwoo  bbiilllliioonn  yyeeaarrss??  ......  IIff  
tthheerree  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eevvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  lliiffee,,  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  tthhee  
rreeqquuiissiittee  ffoossssiillss  iinn  tthhee  rroocckkss  oollddeerr  tthhaann  tthhee  CCaammbbrriiaann  
iiss  ppuuzzzzlliinngg""  
MM..  KKaayy  aanndd  EE..HH..  CCoollbbeerrtt,,  SSttrraattiiggrraapphhyy  aanndd  LLiiffee  HHiissttoorryy  
((11996655)),,  pp..  110022..  
 
““......  tthhee  CCaammbbrriiaann  ssttrraattaa  ooff  rroocckkss,,  vviinnttaaggee  aabboouutt  660000  
mmiilllliioonn  yyeeaarrss......,,  aarree  tthhee  oollddeesstt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ffiinndd  mmoosstt  
ooff  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  iinnvveerrtteebbrraattee  ggrroouuppss..    AAnndd  wwee  ffiinndd  mmaannyy  
ooff  tthheemm  aallrreeaaddyy  iinn  aann  aaddvvaanncceedd  ssttaattee  ooff  eevvoolluuttiioonn,,  
tthhee  vveerryy  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr..    IItt  iiss  aass  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  
wweerree  jjuusstt  ppllaanntteedd  tthheerree,,  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  eevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  
hhiissttoorryy..    NNeeeeddlleessss  ttoo  ssaayy,,  tthhiiss  aappppeeaarraannccee  ooff  ssuuddddeenn  
ppllaannttiinngg  hhaass  ddeelliigghhtteedd  ccrreeaattiioonniissttss””  
RRiicchhaarrdd  DDaawwkkiinnss,,  TThhee  BBlliinndd  WWaattcchhmmaakkeerr,,  11998877..  pp..  222299..  
  
""TThhee  ffoossssiill  rreeccoorrdd  iiss  ooff  lliittttllee  uussee  iinn  pprroovviiddiinngg  ddiirreecctt  
eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ppaatthhwwaayyss  ooff  ddeesscceenntt  ooff  tthhee  
iinnvveerrtteebbrraattee  ccllaasssseess..    EEaacchh  pphhyylluumm  ......  hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  
eevvoollvveedd  iittss  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  bbooddyy  ppllaann  wwhheenn  iitt  ffiirrsstt  
aappppeeaarreedd......  aanndd  nnoo  pphhyylluumm  iiss  ccoonnnneecctteedd  ttoo  aannyy  ootthheerr  
vviiaa  iinntteerrmmeeddiiaattee  ffoossssiill  ttyyppeess..    IInnddeeeedd  nnoonnee  ooff  tthhee  
iinnvveerrtteebbrraattee  ccllaasssseess  ccaann  bbee  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  aannootthheerr  
ccllaassss  bbyy  sseerriieess  ooff  iinntteerrmmeeddiiaatteess""  
JJ..  VVaalleennttiinnee,,  TThhee  EEvvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  CCoommpplleexx  AAnniimmaallss  iinn  WWhhaatt  
DDaarrwwiinn  BBeeggaann,,  LL..RR..  GGooddffrreeyy,,  EEdd..,,  AAllllyynn  &&  BBaaccoonn  IInncc..  
11998855  pp..  226633..  

 
“Among all of the ideas concerning the evolutionary 
origin of the metazoan condition, there exists a 
common problem:  the search for protozoan – 
metazoan intermediates.”  
Richard C. Brusca & Gary J. Brusca. Invertebrates   1990. 
p. 114 
  
““SSppoonnggeess  aarree  aann  aanncciieenntt  ggrroouupp,,  aanndd  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaanntt  
eevveennttss  iinn  tthheeiirr  oorriiggiinn  aanndd  eeaarrllyy  eevvoolluuttiioonn  lliiee  hhiiddddeenn  
iinn  PPrreeccaammbbrriiaann  ttiimmee””  ((iibbiidd..,,  pp..  220055))  
  
““WWee  mmuusstt  ssttiillll  aaddddrreessss  tthhee  pphhyyllooggeenneettiicc  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  
mmoolllluussccss  tthheemmsseellvveess..    TThhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  ffoossssiill  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  
mmoolllluussccss  eexxtteennddss  bbaacckk  ssoommee  550000  mmiilllliioonn  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  
iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhaatt  tthhee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhiiss  pphhyylluumm  lliieess  hhiiddddeenn  iinn  
PPrreeccaammbbrriiaann  hhiissttoorryy,,  aanndd  wwee  mmaayy  nneevveerr  kknnooww  wwiitthh  
mmuucchh  cceerrttaaiinnttyy  wwhhaatt  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  mmoolllluusscc  wwaass  lliikkee..””  
((iibbiidd..,,  pp..    776644)) 
  
“The known fossil record offers virtually no help in 
these matters” [origin of the comb jellies] (ibid. p. 
276) 

 
“The fossil record is of no use in establishing the 
origin of nemerteans in geological time… Their 
origin is puzzling and one must take into account 
controversies…”  (ibid. p. 330) 
  
“The origin of insect flight, like the origins of wings 
and flight in vertebrates, is a wonderful mystery yet 
to be completely solved.  The basic problem is one 
of explaining the intermediate stages … The earliest 
known insect fossils include both winged and 
wingless types – but no intermediates or partly 
winged fossil forms have yet been found…” (ibid., p. 
562)      

  

EEvvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  ffiisshheess::  ffoossssiill  eevviiddeennccee  
  

‘The very first fishes undoubtedly arose from 
invertebrate protochordates, perhaps a urochordate 
or cephalochordate.  However, the first fishes left no 
fossil record, and their form and relationships are a 
mystery.” 
Gene S. Helfman, Bruce B. Collette, and Douglas E. Facey. 
The Diversity of Fishes. 1999. P 151 - 152  
 
“No intermediate fossils between jawed and jawless 
forms have been found – early fossils of jawed fishes 
had jaws, teeth, scales and spines.  The origins of 
jaws and the other structures that characterized the 
gnathostomes are lost in the fossil record, belonging 
to some group about which we know nothing”  (ibid., 
p. 157) 

 
“It is intellectually frustrating to have major living 
taxa for which we can find no clear ancestral 
lineages.  Such phylogenetic solutions beg for 
solution.” (ibid., p. 176) 

  

FFiisshh  -->>  AAmmpphhiibbiiaannss::  ffoossssiill  eevviiddeennccee  
  

“Since the fossil material provides no evidence of 
other aspects of the transformation from fish to 
tetrapod, paleontologists have had to speculate how 
legs and aerial breathing evolved..."   
Barbara J. Stahl (St Anselm's College, USA) in Vertebrate 
History: Problems in Evolution, McGraw-Hill, New York, 
1974  pp. 148 and 195  

  

AAmmpphhiibbiiaannss  -->>  RReeppttiilleess::  ffoossssiill  eevviiddeennccee  
  

““TThhee  kkeeyy  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  lliiffee  oonn  llaanndd  wwaass  tthhee  aammnniioottiicc  
eegggg  ......  eenncclloosseedd  tthhee  ddeevveellooppiinngg  eemmbbrryyoo  ......  pprroovviiddeedd  

pplleennttiiffuull  ffoooodd  ......  aann  oouutteerr  sshheellll..    IInntteerrnnaall  ffeerrttiilliizzaattiioonn  
ooff  tthhee  eegggg  ......aaccccoommppaanniieedd  tthhee  aaddvvaanncciinngg  ddeessiiggnn  ooff  
tthhee  ffiirrsstt  tteerrrreessttrriiaall  eeggggss  aammoonngg  tthhee  vveerrtteebbrraatteess..    HHooww  
tthhiiss  ggrreeaatt  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  ccoommpplleexxiittyy  ooff  tthhee  eegggg  ooccccuurrrreedd  
rreemmaaiinnss  lloosstt  iinn  tthhee  mmiissttss  ooff  ttiimmee””  
PPrriiccee,,  BBiioollooggiiccaall  EEvvoolluuttiioonn,,  11999966  pp..  113399--114411  

  
  

EEvvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  PPllaannttss::  ffoossssiill  eevviiddeennccee  
  

““TThhee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  llaanndd  ppllaannttss  iiss  aabboouutt  aass  ““lloosstt  iinn  tthhee  
mmiissttss  ooff  ttiimmee””  aass  aannyytthhiinngg  ccaann  bbee,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmyysstteerryy  
hhaass  ccrreeaatteedd  aa  ffeerrttiillee  aarreennaa  ffoorr  ddeebbaattee  aanndd  ccoonnjjeeccttuurree..””      
PPrriiccee,,  BBiioollooggiiccaall  EEvvoolluuttiioonn,,  11999966    pp..  114444  
  
““MMuucchh  eevviiddeennccee  ccaann  bbee  aadddduucceedd  iinn  ffaavvoorr  ooff  tthhee  
tthheeoorryy  ooff  eevvoolluuttiioonn  --  ffrroomm  bbiioollooggyy,,  bbiiooggeeooggrraapphhyy,,  
aanndd  ppaalleeoonnttoollooggyy,,  bbuutt  II  ssttiillll  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  ttoo  tthhee  
uunnpprreejjuuddiicceedd,,  tthhee  ffoossssiill  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  ppllaannttss  iiss  iinn  ffaavvoorr  ooff  
ssppeecciiaall  ccrreeaattiioonn””    CCoorrnneerr,,  EEvvoolluuttiioonn  iinn  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  
BBoottaanniiccaall  TThhoouugghhtt..  11996611..  pp..9977  11996611  pp..  9977  

  
Evolution of Mammals: fossil evidence 

 
“The most puzzling event in the history of life on 
earth is the change from ... the Age of Reptiles, to 
the Age of Mammals.  It is as if the curtain were 
rung down suddenly on the stage where all the 
leading roles were taken by reptiles... and rose 
immediately again to reveal ... an entirely new cast... 
played by mammals of sorts barely hinted at in the 
preceding acts”    G.G. Simpson, quoted in Life Before 
Man, 1972, p. 42 
 
"The [evolutionary] transition to the first mammal, 
which probably happened in just one or, at most, two 
lineages, is still an enigma" 
Roger Lewin, “Bones of mammals' ancestors fleshed out”. 
Science, vol. 212, 26 June, 1981, p.1492. 

  
Evolution of Whales: fossil evidence 

NOTE: Ambulocetus and Basilosaurus have been 
postulated as transitional to modern whales 

 
“Since the pelvic girdle is not preserved, there is no 
direct evidence in Ambulocetus [a suggested whale 
transition] for a connection between the hind limbs 
and the axial skeleton.  This hinders interpretations 
of locomotion in this animal since many of the 
muscles that support and move the hindlimb 
originate on the pelvis” 



J.G.M. Thewissen, ST Hussain, and M. Arif, “Fossil 
evidence for the origin of Aquatic locomotion in 
Archeocete Whales” Science 263(5144):210-212.  Jan 14, 
1994 
 
The serpentine form of the body and the peculiar 
shape of the cheek teeth make it plain that these 
archaeocetes [like Basilosaurus] could not possibly 
have been the ancestors of modern whales” 
Barabara Strahl, Vertebrate History: Problems in 
Evolution. 1974. p 489 

 
Evolution of flying mammals – bats: fossil 

evidence 
 

“unfortunately no fossils have yet been found of 
animals ancestral to the bats” 
Richard Leakey, footnote in the Illustrated Origin of 
Species, abridged by RE Leakey, 1979. p. 128 

 
Evolution of Birds 

NOTE: Archaeopteryx has been postulated as a reptile-bird 
transitional fossil 

 
““AArrcchhaaeeoopptteerryyxx  pprroobbaabbllyy  ccaannnnoott  tteellll  uuss  mmuucchh  aabboouutt  
tthhee  eeaarrllyy  oorriiggiinnss  ooff  ffeeaatthheerrss  aanndd  fflliigghhtt  iinn  ttrruuee  
pprroottoobbiirrddss  bbeeccaauussee  AArrcchhaaeeoopptteerryyxx  wwaass,,  iinn  aa  mmooddeerrnn  
sseennssee,,  aa  bbiirrdd””      
AAllllaann  FFeedduucccciiaa,,  SScciieennccee  225599::  779900  ((11999933))  
 
""AAtt  tthhee  hhiigghheerr  lleevveell  ooff  eevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  ttrraannssiittiioonn  
bbeettwweeeenn  bbaassiicc  mmoorrpphhoollooggiiccaall  ddeessiiggnnss,,  ggrraadduuaalliissmm  
hhaass  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  iinn  ttrroouubbllee,,  ........    SSmmooootthh  iinntteerrmmeeddiiaatteess  
bbeettwweeeenn  BBaauuppllaannee  aarree  aallmmoosstt  aarree  aallmmoosstt  iimmppoossssiibbllee  
ttoo  ccoonnssttrruucctt,,  eevveenn  iinn  tthhoouugghhtt  eexxppeerriimmeennttss;;  tthheerree  iiss  
cceerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoo  eevviiddeennccee  ffoorr  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  ffoossssiill  rreeccoorrdd  
((ccuurriioouuss  mmoossaaiiccss  lliikkee  AArrcchhaaeeoopptteerryyxx  ddoo  nnoott  ccoouunntt))""  
SS..JJ..  GGoouulldd  aanndd  NN..  EEllddeerriiddggee,,  PPaalleeoobbiioollooggyy  33::114477  ((11997777))  

  
““FFeeaatthheerrss  aarree  uunniiqquuee  ttoo  bbiirrddss,,  aanndd  nnoo  kknnoowwnn  
ssttrruuccttuurree  iinntteerrmmeeddiiaattee  bbeettwweeeenn  ssccaalleess  aanndd  ffeeaatthheerrss  
hhaass  bbeeeenn  iiddeennttiiffiieedd””  
JJ  AAllaann  FFeedduucccciiaa..  TThhee  AAggee  ooff  BBiirrddss..  11998800  pp..  5522  

 
Human Evolution 

 
The Australopithecines: A Transition? 

 

“But I myself am totally unpersuaded.  Almost 
always when I have tried to check the anatomical 
claims on which the status of Australopithecines is 
based, I have ended in failure” 
Sir Solly Zuckerman.  Beyond the Ivory Tower. 1970. P 77 

 
“Multivariate studies of several anatomical regions, 
shoulder, pelvis, ankle, foot, elbow, and hand are 
now available for the Australopithecines.  These 
suggest that the common view, that these fossils are 
similar to modern man or that on those occasions 
when they depart from a similarity to man they 
resemble the African great apes, may be incorrect.  
Most of the fossil fragments are in fact uniquely 
different from both man and man’s nearest living 
genetic relatives, the chimpanzee and gorilla” 
Dr. Charles Oxnard. University of Chicago Mag. (Winter 
1974) pp 11-12  
 
“The Australopithecines are rapidly sinking back to 
the status of peculiarly specialized apes…” 
Matt Carmill, David Pilbeam, and Glynn Isaac, “One 
hundred Years of Paleoanthropology” American Scientist 
74:419 (1986) 
 

Is A. Afarensis (‘Lucy’) a transition? 
 

“[Lucy is]  more different from both African apes 
and humans in most features than these latter are 
from each other.  Part of the basis of this acceptance 
has been the fact that investigators ... used 
techniques and research designs that were less biased 
by prior notions as to what the fossils might have 
been’ ... In this case, also, most of the new studies 
have come from laboratories independent of those 
representing individuals who found the fossil” 
Dr. Charles Oxnard,  Fossils, Teeth and Sex - New 
Perspectives on Human Evolution p. 227 (1987) 

 
Homo erectus: Ape-man or man? 

 
“Homo erectus is distinct from modern man (Homo 
sapiens), but there is a tendency to exaggerate the 
differences.  Even if one ignores transitional or 
otherwise hard to classify specimens and limits 
consideration to the Java and Peking populations, the 
range of variation of many features of Homo erectus 
falls within that of modern man”  
Gabriel Ward Lasker, Physical Anthropology. 1973 p 284 
 
“... when we find that significant differences have 
developed, over a short time span, between closely 
related and contiguous peoples, as in Alaska and 
Greenland, and when we consider the vast 
differences that exist between remote groups such as 
Eskimos and Bushmen, who are known to belong 
within the single species Homo sapiens, it seems 

justifiable to conclude that Sinanthropus [Peking 
man] belongs within this same diverse species.”   
William S Laughlin, “Eskimos and Aleuts: Their Origins 
and Evolution” Science 142 (* November 1963): 644 

 
“In our view there are two alternatives.  We should 
either admit that the Homo erectus/Homo sapiens 
boundary is arbitrary and use nonmorphological (i.e. 
temporal) criteria for determining it, or Homo 
erectus should be sunk [into Homo sapiens]”  
Milford H. Wolpoff, Wu Xin Zhi, and Alan G. Thorne, 
“Modern Homo sapiens Origins: A General Theory of 
Hominid Evolution Involving the Fossil Evidence from 
East Asia”, The Origins of Modern Humans, FH Smith and 
Frank Spencer eds. 1984. 465-66 
 

Neanderthal: What was he? 
 
“The cranial capacity of the Neanderthal race of 
Homo sapiens was, on the average, equal to or even 
greater than that in modern man” 
Theodius Dobzhansky  “Changing Man”, Science Vol. 155 
p. 410 (1967) 
 
“Neanderthal man may have looked like he did, not 
because he was closely related to the great apes, but 
because he had rickets” 
“Neanderthals had rickets”, Science Digest Vol. 69 p. 35 
(1971) 

 
The testimony at the museums 

 
““DDaarrwwiinn’’ss  ggeenneerraall  ssoolluuttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  iinnccoommppaattiibbiilliittyy  ooff  
ffoossssiill  eevviiddeennccee  aanndd  hhiiss  tthheeoorryy  wwaass  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  tthhee  
ffoossssiill  rreeccoorrdd  iiss  aa  vveerryy  iinnccoommpplleettee  oonnee  --  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  ffuullll  
ooff  ggaappss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  mmuucchh  ttoo  lleeaarrnn..    WWeellll,,  wwee  
aarree  nnooww  aabboouutt  112200  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  DDaarrwwiinn  aanndd  tthhee  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  ffoossssiill  rreeccoorrdd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ggrreeaattllyy  
eexxppaannddeedd..    WWee  nnooww  hhaavvee  aa  qquuaarrtteerr  ooff  aa  mmiilllliioonn  ffoossssiill  
ssppeecciieess  bbuutt  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  hhaassnn’’tt  cchhaannggeedd  mmuucchh””  
DDaavvee  RRaauupp..  FFiieelldd  MMuusseeuumm  ooff  NNaattuurraall  HHiissttoorryy  BBuulllleettiinn  
5500::2222  ((11997799))  [[RRaauupp  iiss  aatt  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  MMuusseeuumm  ooff  NNaattuurraall  
HHiissttoorryy]]  
  
““GGrraadduuaalliissmm  iiss  aa  ccoonncceepptt  II  bbeelliieevvee  iinn......  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  
mmyy  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  ggeenneettiiccss  sseeeemmss  ttoo  ddeemmaanndd  iitt..    
YYeett  GGoouulldd  aanndd  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  MMuusseeuumm  ppeeooppllee  aarree  
hhaarrdd  ttoo  ccoonnttrraaddiicctt  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssaayy  tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  
ttrraannssiittiioonnaall  ffoossssiillss......YYoouu  ssaayy  tthhaatt  II  sshhoouulldd  aatt  lleeaasstt  
‘‘sshhooww  aa  pphhoottoo  ooff  tthhee  ffoossssiill  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  eeaacchh  ttyyppee  ooff  
oorrggaanniissmm  wwaass  ddeerriivveedd’’..    II  wwiillll  llaayy  iitt  oonn  tthhee  lliinnee  ----  
tthheerree  iiss  nnoott  oonnee  ssuucchh  ffoossssiill  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  oonnee  ccoouulldd  mmaakkee  
aa  wwaatteerrttiigghhtt  aarrgguummeenntt””  

CCoolliinn  PPaatttteerrssoonn,,  SSeenniioorr  ppaalleeoonnttoollooggiisstt  aatt  tthhee  BBrriittiisshh  
MMuusseeuumm  ooff  NNaattuurraall  HHiissttoorryy  iinn  aa  lleetttteerr  ttoo  LL..DD..  SSuunnddeerrllaanndd  
aass  qquuootteedd  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn’’ss  EEnniiggmmaa  bbyy  LL..DD..  SSuunnddeerrllaanndd,,  pp..  8899    
11998844  

 
Summary 

  
“Since Darwin’s time the search for missing links in 
the fossil record has continued on an ever-increasing 
scale. So vast has been the expansion of 
paleontological activity over the past one hundred 
years that probably 99.9% of all paleontological 
work has been carried out since 1860. Only a small 
fraction of the hundred thousand or so fossil species 
known today were known to Darwin. But virtually 
all the new fossil species discovered since Darwin’s 
time have either been closely related to known forms 
or, .. strange unique types of unknown affinity.” 
Denton, Michael, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis (London: 
Burnett Books, Ltd., 1985), p160-161 
 
“I regard the failure to find a clear ‘vector of 
progress’ in life’s history as the most puzzling fact of 
the fossil record…Heretofore, we have thrown up 
our hands in frustration at the lack of expected 
pattern in life’s history—or we have sought to 
impose a pattern that we hoped to find on a world 
that does not really display it” 
Gould, Stephen Jay, “The Ediacaran Experiment,” Natural 
History, vol. 93 (February 1984), p 23 
 
“Despite the bright promise that paleontology 
provides a means of ‘seeing’ evolution, it has 
presented some nasty difficulties for evolutionists 
the most notorious of which is the presence of ‘gaps’ 
in the fossil record. Evolution requires intermediate 
forms between species and paleontology does not 
provide them. The gaps must therefore be a 
contingent feature of the record. 
Kitts, David B., “Paleontology and Evolutionary Theory,” 
Evolution, vol. 28 (September 1974), pp. 458-472.  

 
Questions? Comments? E-mail  me at 
ragnar@website.considerthegospel.org 
Visit website at www.considerthegospel.org 

 

 


